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INTERMEDIATE

WHAEA ALLY’S SHOUT OUT

NEWSLETTER
TERM 1 WEEK 3 20TH FEBRUARY 2026

IKia Ora Parents,Caregivers ,and Whānau,

Welcome to Week 3

He waka eke noa.

I always love visiting classrooms, and it has been fantastic to see our ākonga/students settling into their

learning and taking full advantage of the many opportunities available to them. A big thank you to our

wonderful staff for supporting our Year 8s and guiding our Year 7s as they continue their transition to

Mokoia Intermediate.

I do want to celebrate the amazing relationships between our teachers and our ākonga, as the

whakatauki that I lead with says ‘we are all in the waka together’.

We know that this relationship being strong is the biggest determinant of success for our tamariki

(children). I do encourage you to connect with your child’s teacher whenever you have queries or

concerns.

Noho at Ōwhata Marae – 16–18 February

This week, Kaituna staff and students enjoyed a wonderful noho at Ōwhata Marae. It was my first time

staying in the stunning Wharenui Tūtānekai, and I loved sharing manaakitanga in Whare Manaaki

Hinemoa.

Our ākonga threw themselves into every activity—learning waiata, poi, kōrero, and Mau Rākau—and came

away with a deeper connection to Māori culture and tikanga. Experiences like this strengthen cultural

understanding, identity, and language, supporting the wellbeing and success of every learner.

The Board is committed to Te Tiriti o Waitangi, and experiences like this allow students to explore these

values through inclusion, respect, and celebrating all learners.

“He aha te mea nui o te ao? He tangata, he tangata, he tangata.”

 What is the most important thing in the world? It is the people, it is the people, it is the people.

Special thanks to our Kaiārahi Matua Hori, Whaea Tiare, Whaea Karyn, LSAs Whaea Christian and Whaea

Cheyla, and Matua Rychus for their mahi, tautoko and manaaki of our akonga (students).

We appreciate the ongoing partnership with our whānau and look forward to a fantastic year ahead. As

always, please don’t hesitate to get in touch if you have any questions or want to get involved in school

life.

Nga manaakitanga,

Whaea Ally

I am writing to respectfully request consideration of a late application for funding

al
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KEY DATES FOR TERM 1 2025
Massive two days for our Super 11 Cricket
team. It’s a fabulous highly competitive
competition playing for the Kane Williamson
cup. 

Mokoia intermediate came 6th out of the 8
teams. Winning one game and losing three.
One of the defeats was a super close
exciting match against Gisborne this morning.
Setting 95 to win. We had Gisborne
struggling for 43-6, however they rallied late
to win with an over to spare. 

Cricket is a wonderful team sport and the
camaraderie was fantastic. Mokoia stand out
performers were;

Bat
Moses 168 tournament runs 
Freddie - 31 runs 
Robert - 22 runs 

Bowling  
Moses  - 8 wickets 
Freddie - 6 wickets 
Micah - 4 wickets
Robert - 4 wickets 

Thank you to the parents who were able to
make it over and support

Term 1 Week 3
Noho Marae Week - Kaituna

Monday 16  February - Board Huith

Thursday 19  Friday 20  - Super 11 Cricketth th

Term 1 Week 4
Monday 23  February - School Swimming

Sports

rd

Term 1 Week 5
Noho Marae Week - Waiteti

Term 1 Week 6
Noho Marae Week - Puarenga

Friday 13  March - Super 11 Tennisth

Term 1 Week 7
Tuesday 17  March - Class Photosth

Wednesday 18  - Friday 20  March -

Individual Photos

th th

Friday 20  March - Super 11 Swimming

Sports

th

Term 1 Week 8
Monday 23  March - Teacher Only Dayrd

Wednesday 25  March - Sibling Photosth

Term 1 Week 9
Thursday 2  April - Last Day of the termnd

Friday 3  April - Good Fridayrd

Mr Upston’s Turf Talk

We warmly invite parents and whānau to
attend our school assemblies, which are held
every second Friday. Assemblies are a special
time for us to celebrate student learning,
achievements, and contributions to our kura.

Our next Assembly is on Friday 27 February.

We would love to see you there and share in
these moments with our students.

Assembly Invitation
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Attendance Matters
Regular attendance is key to learning, confidence, and belonging at Mokoia Intermediate. Missing
even a few days can make it harder for students to keep up and stay connected with classmates.
Our teachers monitor attendance closely and follow up with whānau to support students. You can
help too by regularly checking Hero, our live Student Management System, to view attendance,
progress, and learning updates, and by contacting us if any challenges arise.
Every day counts!

Attendance - Every Day Matters
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ABSENTEES
If your child is going to be absent from school for any
reason,
you have three ways to contact the school and let us know;

Phone directly into the school office - 07 345 9071

Send a text message to the school on 027 528 8910

Send a notification through the Hero app

Understanding your Child’s Attendance
Below is a description of all the attendance codes the
school uses to classify a student’s absence. We have to
provide this information in our reporting to the Ministry of
Education; this is why we ask for a detailed reason for your
child’s absence. We only mark students as ? Unknown for a
day, then they are marked as truant if we recieve no update.
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Just a reminder that Mokoia Swimming Sports is a whole school event taking place at the Aquatic Centre. Swimming sports is

made up of both competitive and non competitive events. We warmly invite parents and whānau to join us for our Swimming

Sports. This is always a fantastic day of participation, teamwork, and school spirit, and we would love for you to come along

and support our students as they compete and give their best.

Please be aware While your child might chose not to participate, if they are attending school that day they will be
heading to the pools and no students or teaching staff will be remaining onsite at school.

Please read the information below carefully;

Transport: Students will be travelling by Bus to and from the event. You are welcome to drop your child off and/collect them

from the pools, however we ask that you inform your child's teacher if this is the case.

What students need: Please ensure your child has the following:
Togs and Towel - Students wearing items that are not swimwear items will not be permitted to swim. All students must be

wearing swimming attire.

Lunch 

Water bottle with Water

Sunscreen

Hat

Uniform: Students will come dressed in their PE gear with house colour accessories. They are not permitted to have coloured

hairspray, face paint etc. Students will not be allowed to swim in anything other than togs, rash shirts or board shorts.
PE clothing, T-shirts, Tank tops, shorts, etc are not permitted by the Aquatic center to be worn.

While we encourage all students to take part in swimming and we ask for your support to encourage this, if they are not for a

reason, please let your child's teacher know. They will still be travelling If you have any other questions. Please don't hesitate to

contact your child's teacher via our parent/teacher message page.

Please confirm your childs’ attendance via the EVENTS in Hero if you have not already done so. 

This year our students will be competing in Houses. House names and colours are:

Whakapoungakau- Orange, 

Ngongotaha - Purple

Tarawera - Yellow

Matawhaura - Green

When: Monday 23  Febrd

Where: Aquatic Center
Time: 9:15-2:00pm

mailto:office@mokoia.school.nz


BRENT ROAD, ROTORUA, NEW ZEALAND PHONE: 07 3459071 EMAIL: OFFICE@MOKOIA.SCHOOL.NZ

HERO - Events
We’re excited to let you know about the
new Events section in HERO!

This new feature makes it easier for
whānau to stay informed and organised
with what’s happening at school. You’ll
now be able to view upcoming events,
important dates, sports fixtures, trips, and
special activities all in one place.

This means you can easily view event
details, give permission for your child to
attend activities, and complete any
required consent forms directly in HERO —
all in one simple, central location.
The Events section gives you:

A clear overview of school-wide
and class events
Key dates and reminders
Digital permissions and consent
forms
Easy access to upcoming activities
A simple way to stay connected
with school life

We encourage all families to regularly
check the Events tab in HERO so you don’t
miss important information, permissions,
and opportunities to be involved.

If you have any questions or need help
accessing HERO, please contact the
school office.

Special Shout Out
A huge thanks to Brooke Abbot (P1), Emily Cannon
(P1), Kaiden Gourlay (P2) and Connor Otukolo (K5)
for being awesome upstanders and showing our
school values. These students all helped keep our
school a safe and enjoyable place to be by
alerting teachers to hazards or situations that
needed attention. What great rolemodels for
others, ka rawe!

In the app
In the app, click ‘Events’ in the middle at the
bottom of main page. Click an event in the
calender and then find out all the information
you need. Scroll down to find the permissions
and attendance button

Logging in online
When you log in
online, click on the
‘Events’ button on the
main menu on the
left.
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L
 18Y 

SCHOOL LUNCHES 

UNIFORM

PitaPit Rotorua has a Hot Lunch Menu. In
addition to our Pitas, Salads the following
items from on the Lunchonline Platform. 
Mince Pie $6.50 – 200 grams of a traditional
Kiwi Pie 
Mince & Cheese Pie $6.50 – 200 grams of a
Kiwi Favourite Pie 
Mini Mince Pie $5.00 – 100 grams, a great
size for those who can’t get through a big pie 
Mini Mince & Cheese Pie $5.00 – 100 grams
Sausage Roll $4.50 – 100 grams 
]Chicken Nuggets $4.50 – 6 Chicken Nuggets
Wedges $4.00 – 150 grams of Golden
Wedges Loaded Wedges $5.00 – Cheese
and Bacon added to the Wedges You will find
all these products under the Hot Lunches
Option on Lunchonline. If you are new to
school or haven’t ordered Pita Pit before
please go to

www.lunchonline.co.nz  
Thank you for your support.
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